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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 In the past, I was never a political person. So, 

when I went to Catholic Days at the Capitol 

several years ago, I was very inexperienced as 

to what it was about. This time going made a 

difference because, with the last four years, I 

have listened to what is important for our 

country and to vote for the laws that we, as 

Catholics, should stand for. 

As Bishop Barbarito stated in his homily at the 

beautiful Red Mass, “As men and women of 

Faith, we celebrate the Red Mass so that we join 

in Solidarity with you ‹our legislators› through 

the Lord and to pray for the Holy Spirit’s 

guidance upon you in your deliberations which 

affect the good of all.”   

Past NCCW President, Sheila Hopkins stood in for 

Providence Director/President Myrna Wong. 

Sheila was so happy to see Governor Ron 

DeSantis and his wife show up for the Red Mass 

and to be present for the next day’s discussions 

for the Pro-Life bill limiting abortion after 15 

weeks, (HB5/@ 146). Note:  February 11, 2022, 

the House did pass the Bill. 

A past priest friend once said in his homily, “two 

powerful things you can do are Pray and Vote.” 

Thank you to my Council for allotting in our 

budget the funds to send two Council sisters to 

Catholic Days at the Capitol. This year it was 

legislative advocate, Bonnie Lay, and myself. I 

hope more Council sister will be able to attend 

this important event in the future. 

                                           Pat Carol, President 

SPIRITUALITY 

Greetings, Council Sisters! Ash Wednesday 

opened Lent 2022 one week ago and we are 

already in the first week. Upon entering today’s 

meeting, you received 50 things to give up for 

Lent.  Have you already decided what to do? Not 

sure? Well, I have a few suggestions that you 

might find helpful. It’s not about deciding what 

to give up but rather about deciding to turn your 

focus back to Jesus and for finding ways to grow 

in relationship with him, be more like him, and 

follow him better.  For example, giving up sweets 

is all about us and what we can do rather than 

about what Jesus did for us when he died on the 

cross. I gave you some really good ideas, 

however, that might help you, not just frustrate 

you for six weeks. For example, do you have any 

sins or bad habits you really struggle with?  You 

might try to “stop complaining or give up 

worrying for Lent.” Give it a try. These ideas are 

all about self-sacrifice and figuring out what is 

holding you back from a better relationship with 

God personally. What small things are holding 

you back spiritually? Not right for you? Ok, then 

here’s my favorite suggestion – to go to 

Adoration as often as you can.  Sit in Jesus’ 



presence and see how He will help you decide 

what to do for Lent as well as to get to know him 

better. Amen? 

(Adapted from Equipping Godly Women) 

                   Eve Brooks, Spirituality Chairperson 

 

St. Patrick, The Apostle of Ireland 

Around the year 400, Magonus 
Saccatus Patricius was born in 
Scotland. When Patrick was sixteen 

years old, he was captured as a slave by the high 
king of Ireland. He was sold in Ireland and was 
taken to the Northeast of the country to herd 
sheep. During his six years of solitude, he found 
a life of prayer and pledged his life to God. One 
night Patrick had a vision of escape from slavery 
and found his way home to his family. Patrick 
studied religion for many years to become a 
priest and a missionary. At night he would hear 
in his dreams the call from the Irish to come and 
free them from paganism, “crying to thee, come 
hither and walk with us once more.” Finally, 
Pope Celestine fulfilled Patrick’s wish and 
ordained him as bishop to preach the word of 
God to the Celtic People. As a bishop, he came 
back to Ireland to help teach the word of God. 
He helped to build churches and he baptized the 
pagans into Christianity, he also ordained other 
bishops and priests, but this did not come 
without difficulty. 

As time passed, St. Patrick and his followers 
spread the word of God around the country. 
They fasted and prayed at the top of a mountain 
what is now known as Croagh Patrick. He made 
a promise to God on that day that the people of 
Ireland would keep their faith until the end of 
time and the day they did not keep their faith 
would be the day of doom. 

When Saint Patrick died, several communities 
joined together for his burial. A granite boulder 
etched with a cross marked his grave and it is 
simply inscribed: PATRIC. It is said that on the 

day he died the sun did not set but shone for 
twelve days and nights. 

While millions around the world celebrate St. 
Patrick's Day every March 17, the sad fact is that 
Patrick has never been canonized by the Catholic 
Church and is a saint in name only. (Adapted 
from the Living Shamrock) 

Legislation 

I recently attended Catholic Days at the Capitol 

February 2nd to the 4th, 2022. When appointed as 

legislative advocates, we are tasked to assist the 

Bishops of Florida in advocating issues important 

to them and to all Catholics. We do this by 

visiting legislators and presenting the position of 

the Florida Conference of Catholic Bishops 

(FCCB) in the areas of Education, Health, Social 

Concern and Life Issues. We are educated on the 

legal process and how we can affect the 

outcomes of Legislation:  through legislative 

visits, observing the legislative process at work 

and observing committee meetings when in 

session. 

On Wednesday evening, it was a sea of red as the 

bishops and priests celebrated the High Red 

Mass of the Holy Spirit. Our prayers for those 

working in the legislative, judicial, and executive 

branches of the government were lifted in wafts 

of incense and Sacred music. Bishop Barbarito 

gave the homily. The Mass was well attended by 

our State Congress people as well as Governor 

and Mrs. DeSantis. Senator Gayle Harrell from 

our District was also in attendance; we are 

blessed to have her supporting the following 

bills. 

The House passed the bill prohibiting abortion 

after 15 weeks of gestation. The Senate 

approved the bill while we were there. 

The Healthcare Ethics and Liberty Protection 

Plan (HELP Act) states health care providers and 

health care payors have the right not to 

participate in, or pay for, any health care services 



that violate their consciences or religious beliefs.  

Emergency care not included. 

The VDK is a pre-kindergarten bill making monies 

available for private schools. Our Ryan Hall 

students will benefit from this grant money; 

Senator Harrell sponsored this bill. 

Under The Death Penalty Bill, any individual 

determined by forensic evaluation, to be 

intellectually impaired (Downs Syndrome), or 

suffering from severe psychosis, would be 

sentenced to life imprisonment rather than 

imposing the death penalty. 

                 Bonnie Lay, Legislative Advocate 

 

 

 

The February Bingo netted $1565.30!  

Congratulations to Barbara Pray, our volunteers 

and to all those who participated. March 18th is 

the last BINGO of the season! Lunch will be a 

Lenten menu of egg salad sandwiches, chips, and 

ice cream sandwiches. Tickets are $7.00 and can 

be purchased in the church office. 

The February Quarter Auction made a tidy 

profit of $1041.00! Kudos to Anne 

Immesberger, our volunteers, the vendors and 

all those who attended with their rolls of 

quarters.   

We can look forward to the Thrift 

Shoppe’s Re-Fashion Show at the 

April 6th General Meeting in the 

Parish Hall. Our models will be Linda 

Sowden, Phyllis Stephens, Diane 

Angel, Eve Brooks, and Jo Fischer. Plan to attend 

this fun event to scope out the great fashion 

deals available at the Thrift Shoppe but also to 

support our lovely ladies who have volunteered 

to walk the runway. 

The Northern Deanery Meeting will be held at St. 

Bernadette’s in Port St. Lucie on April 9th, 2022. 

Contact Elizabeth Walters at 772-879-2639 or 

lizwalters72@hotmail.com for additional 

information. 

Rejuvenate Your Faith at…. 

The 11th Annual Catholic Women of 

Faith/Women of Action Conference on March 

26th, 2022, from 8:00 AM – 3:00 PM at our Lady 

Queen of the Apostles in Royal Palm Beach. This 

day of relaxation and reflection is open to 

Catholic women of all ages.   The day of worship 

includes: 

• Mass with Celebrant The Most 

Reverend Bishop Gerald M. Barbarito, 

Bishop of Palm Beach. 

• Sacrament of Reconciliation, Eucharistic 

Adoration, and the Rosary. 

• Visit and pray before the relics of St. 

Pope John Paul II and St. Maria 

Faustina. 

• Ministry tables and vendors selling a 

variety of items. 

• $35.00 registration fee includes 

breakfast and lunch. 

Guest Speakers include: 

• Winkie LeFils, Past President, NCCW 

• Rosi Schuhmacher, Past Province 

Director, Province of Miami 

• Susan Harting, Former NCCW 

Leadership Commission Chairman 

For more information, or to register, go to 

PBDCCW.org or contact Janet Richards or Donna 

Leonardo at pbdccw@gmail.com. For carpooling 

opportunities, contact Elizabeth Walters, 772-

879-2639, lizwalters72@hotmail.com or Pat 

Carol at 772-934-6146, pcarol1946@gmail.com 
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS!! 

 

March 12 CCW Luncheon &   

Fashion Show- Pelican 

Yacht Club 

 

March 18  Bingo – 12 Noon 

 

March 26 Women of Faith 

Conference -Our Lady 

Queen of the Apostles 

 

March 31 CCW Board Meeting  

 1 pm – Room 8 

 

April 3 CCW Corporate 

Communion -10:00 AM 

 

April 6 CCW General Meeting 

 9:30 AM Parish Hall 

 

April 9 Northern Deanery 

Spring Meeting – St. 

Bernadette’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 

March 10   Marie Lawrence 

March 11  Theresa Buczko 

March 17  Pat Geier 

March 18  Mary McCaffrey 

March 18  Margaret Meskauskas 

March 23  Marge Nolan 

March 23  Patricia Wahl  

March 26  Kathleen Gleason 

March 29  Marie Maneos 

                

                Welcome New Member Frances Agius  

Prayer to Our Lady of Good Counsel 

God of heavenly Wisdom, You have given us Mary, 

Mother of Jesus, to be our Guide and Counselor.  

Grant that we may always seek her motherly help 

in this life and so enjoy her blessed presence in the 

life to come. 

Mother of Good Counsel, Patroness of the National 

Council of Catholic Women, intercede for us that 

we may be wise, courageous and loving leaders of 

the Church. 

Help us dear Mother that we may know the mind 

of Jesus your Son.  May the Holy Spirit fill us with 

reverence for God’s creation and compassion for 

all God’s children.  May our labors of love on earth 

enhance the Reign of God, May God’s gifts of Faith 

and Living Hope prepare us for the fullness of the 

world to come.  Amen. 


